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old-fashioned kind. True to his principles he took office
at the proper time, and still true to them he gave up
office and withdrew into seclusion when anarchy supplant-
ed order. He then retired to the village Ch'en-pao-ku
(EfC 2! >80 a^ a sk01^ distance south-east from the town of
Kou-shih (^ JJ). This town was in the Lo-chow, now
Ho-nan, Prefecture of Honan, and not far from the site
of the modern Yen-shih (fl| gjfl) Hsien. Tuan-chuang is
sometimes called a Kou-shih man and it was probably in his
father's home near this town that he was born in the year 600.

The family of Ch'en Hui was apparently a large one and
Yuan-chuang was the youngest of four sons. Together with
his "brothers he received his early education from his father*
not, of course, without the help of other teachers. We find
Yuan-chuang described as a rather precocious child shewing
cleverness and wisdom in his very early years. He became
a hoy of quick wit and good memory, a lover of learning
with intelligence to make a practical use of his learning.
It was noted that he cared little for the sports and
gaieties which had over-powering charms for other lads
and that he liked to dwell much apart. As a Confucianist
he learned the Classical work on Filial Piety and tffe
other canonical treatises of the orthodox system.

But the second son of the family entered the Buddhist
church and Yuan-chuang, smitten with the love of the strange
religion, followed his brother to the various monasteries at
which the latter sojourned. Then he resolved also to become
a Buddhist monk, and proceeded to study the sacred books
of the religion with all the fervour of a youthful proselyte.
When he arrived at the age of twenty he was ordained,
but he continued to wander about visiting various monas-
teries in different parts of the country. Under the guidance
of the learned Doctors in Buddhism in these establishments
he studied some of the great works of their religion, and
soon "became famous in China as a very learned and elo-
quent young monk. But he could not remain in China
for he longed vehemently to visit the holy land of his
religion, to see its far-famed shrines, and all the visible